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by Nigel Munisamy

hristian Duricux is a horn teacher in Monceaux, a vil

lagre absorbed by the industral spraw! of the vl stee

and coal mining city of Charlerol in the French speak
ing region called Wallonia which comprises the southern hat
of Belgium. Marie-Paule Verlinde is a horn teacher working
i Overpelt, a newly prosperous town up by Lthe Dutch bornde
in Flanders which is the Flemish speaking region and the
northern half of  Belgium. Both have Hourishing classes o
keen  students of all ages from beginners Lo conservatone
entry candidates and adults. They have both organised hor
class ensembles, Christian especially giving concerts at evenls |
in his local area

By chance, they met and, as the subject of horn ensembles |
cropped up in conversation, they had the idea of combining|
forces some day just to see whal would happen. Marie-Paule|
is 4 member of the C yprium Belgian hom quartel and spoke
enthusiastically of the idea during a rehearsal break. Needles
to sav the idea immediately grew into a tirm project including}
the students of Claudine Hui’i[-:_t'lu', ird horm ol the Liece!
Royal Opera and hom teacher in Pmbourg near Liege, an
Patrick Warson, professional wind band conductor and b |
teacher in Maas-Mechelen in Flemish Limbourg, both memr
bers of Cyprium,

here was another reason for organising o North /South
Flemish/Walloon musical event: Belgiom, o particulad
small European country, has been maore and more politicall
divided along language lines. Although the majority of peo
ple from both language groups get along fine, certain ook bicd
VOLCEs have :-LI'.‘.L'L"{.'l.!r.‘i'| i Lir'ix'in;_; '.'Fl';i.;-il'liﬁ-c'iri"”'lﬂj "-""-"'IW'L'EE.’."‘:' b
split even cultural life. The project was in no way intended =
a political statement but, when yvou have a horn to vour lip:
the only available language is music|

Mhe word was pul oul that something was going le
orgamised, a locabion was found at a school in Monceaux, au
1o the involvement of Armand Brique, the Direclor of the lod
music school, himself an ex~homist, and a date set. Claudin
busicd herself with the elaboration of an internet =
(www french-hom.be) while Christian, Armand, and Mane
"aule sought official and private sponsorship.

It should be noted thal events of this nature and al th
v are
unheard of n
Belgium, There
IS 1O supporting
infrastructure
and thus no
budgetary
resources,  The
organizers  had
no  secretarial

Al
help and only Cyprinm. L-R Seated. Murie-Panly Verlind |
thoar crealive and Claudine Novikow, Standing Ptk
efttorts Warsom aitd Nitel Munisanny
Fortunately, the




Srecturs o the various msic schools invalved and the Cily
i Charleroi’s Education Departmen! recognised o good diea
mé facilitated  insurance coverage and  provided  Lhe
Monceaux fovaen hall free of charge, plus a receplion
Vusic education m Belglum is nol strong: there is liltde oo
o music education In primary or secondary schools
strumental education and music theory are provided in
dusic. Academics” after school  hours or on Saturdays,
glving trips across lodwn, often during rush hour, Some
btis and villages have local wingd bands bul there are no
ool orchestras or marching bands: However,  since the
iademies are slale subsidized, the cost (s very reasonable
adimstruments are usually loaned to the students, Adult stu-
i are welcomed with free tuition for the unemployed.
Smce many of the sludent’s parents were less affluent, the
mts were kepl oo a minimum, and the crganisers arid teach-
iz pertcipated withoul pay, tor the love of the instrument!
Musically the organisation of the event was kept simple:
e was only an ensemble concerl given by the teachers and
imagsed horm choir concert (ar the students. Preparation for
meweekend (11 had grown from a single day ) became a proj-
dmaelt: the students, many of whom had had no or Limit-
deperience pla'rinh more than a melody, had to be taught
o play accompanving lines which, on their ow n, made o
wsical sense,

Reservations where closed a two weeks before the week-

il —in spite of the comparatively limited scope of the
ivertising, 81 students were expected on the Saturday. and
T the Sunday! The teacher numbers were augmented by
v comservatoire level sludents, Johnathan Deviere and
tine Michalakis, plus two full time plavers:  freelance
liver Geoffrey Guerin, and another member of Cyprium,
Megel Munisamy  whe is fourth horn of the Liege
It harmonic Orchestra.
Um arrival, pame lags and time-tables where issued and
didents growps were allocated a stafl member and a rehears-
Luome Participants who were unknown to the staff men-
ws hiad been asked on their enrollment form if they consid-
At themsclves 10 be high, mediwm, or low players which
gant in practise thal o small group of zood or optimistic
favers Found Themeselves on first horn, the mass of students
rdently entering ‘medium’ with o tiny but dedicated group
i low 4th or 8th parts, But, somehow this worked

e group rehearsals on the fivst day were dedicated to
ding everybody gel to know one another and just to finding
hlntu_h[“- as players within a group. [t was gratifying and
mressive o notice that practically everybody could already
iy his o her part so that coaching could concentrate im real
mmble musicality concerns like tempo, dynamics, and fui-
W was also nice to notice that Tanguage and background
med fo be no barriers — just an opportumty for sponta-
w hilarity as unfamiliar names and musical explanationsy
e groped for by staff members.

Comee the first tutti rehearsal in the town hall, the sighl
mdseund of B0 horns on stage was fantastic. Anyone in the
xdv of the hall was pushed into the back of their seats by a
ll of saund. 1t was pivwerful but not brash. The tuning was
mothed by sheer mumbers and the sensabon was not Hhal
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ohe was wilhessing an artificially foreed ensemble laut caf
spmething completely organic and natural,

The Sunday morring saw the staft ‘aperitit’ concert. This
was based around the Cepriinn Hom Ouartet who performed
a selection from their repettoire of arrangements and original
picces for quartel, among which woere Starsigr by thE|
Munisamy whao also wreote The Ofier 8 which was pr emiered
when Cyprium was joined by the other members of staff to
play oclets arranged and composed tor the gccasion.

The main evenl was conducted by Christian Durieus, | le
was the anly ane with the experience of conducting specifical-
Iy a large horn group and his were the arrangements,. fot
everybody could be present for bath days but on the Sunday
the sound level wenl up from 80 (o 92 The two solo horns of
the Liege Philharmonic, Wico De Marchi, alsa professar of
hurn at the IMED, and Bruce Richards, willingly volunterred
their professional experience as they played alongside the
students, Freelance horn player and born repaivman il
Coffindaifer, who logether wilh the Tiege music shop *Maison
Tasset’ previded sponsorship and a range of horn related
products on site for participating studenls Lo bry oul or puor-
chase, also lent his playing skills to the commaon goal.

Everyone present was impressed with the whale show
[ndividuals finally understood whal it was all aboul and aller
the crivs of "encore” died along with the Tasl notes of the
repeated last number, the inevitable question was asked, over
drinks as top Llips were immersed in various coaling liquids,
“When shall we do it ageain?”

The I'lemish participants immediately invited everybody
up north for the next year but talking aboul it with the all the
vrigital
UrEdnisers
vver dinner,
it wds won-
d ¢ red
whether this
would be a
wood  ddea
Lyperience
has  taught
that if negoti-
ations are not
initiated
trmimediately
the practical
side becomes
very difficult with vearly budgets and venues already allocal-
ed ere. Alse, how do you follow that? No-one wants the next
event to be less than the first vet rvalry s not an option,
Shouald the tormat stay as it was or should something else be
triced ? T sey, then what? Should the whole thing be npr_-!u-;'d up
and spread o involve nther schools from further atield or will
this becomie unwieldy, implving & socretanat and g ocost
increase herchy pegatimg the mitial concept? lime will pro-
vide anm answer as the eams from Monceaus and Cyprine
cateh up o some well carned sleep.

Muontceaux Partictpants with Music School direc-
tor Armand Brigue aprplaiiding,
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