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About the Man Professor ’Femi Osofisan
Femi Osofisan was born, Babafemi Adeyemi Osofisan on 16th June, 1946. He holds Diplôme d'Etudes Supérieures, from Université de Dakar, Senegal (1968), B.A. (French), 2nd Class Honours, Upper Divison from the University of Ibadan (1969) and Ph.D. in Theatre Arts from the University of Ibadan, 1974. He became a professor of Drama at the University of Benin on 1st October, 1983. He returned to the University of Ibadan as a professor of drama on 1st October, 1985. He currently teaches in the Department of Theatre Arts, University of Ibadan. Professor Osofisan is a playwright, poet, novelist, theatre director, and publisher. He is the most published Nigerian writer till date and is a one-time General Manager of the National Arts Theatre, Iganmu, Lagos. 
Awards & Fellowships:

(i) Honours, Prizes  

1965: 1st WNBS Prize, Independence Anniversary Essay ('Five Years Ago')

1966: 1st T.M. Aluko Prize for Literature, Govt. College, Ibadan.

1982:  City of Pennsylvania Bell Award for Artistic Performance U.S.A.

1983: 1st ANA (Association of Nigerian Authors') Prize for Literature. 
[For Morountodun and Other Plays, Longman, 1983.]

1988:  ANA Poetry Prize, for Minted Coins
1991: Grand Patron, Ghana Association of Writers (GAW), 

1992: Grand Patron of the Arts, Pan African Writers' Association (PAWA).

1993: ANA Drama Prize, for Yungba Yungba and the Dance Contest
1999: Officier de l’Ordre Nationale de Mérite, Rép. de France.



2000:  Short-listed for the prestigious Neustadt Prize in the USA.


2001: Distinguished Alumnus Award, Faculty of Arts, Univ. of Ibadan.
 

2003: Lee G. Hall Distinguished Playwright-in-Residence, DePauw Univ., Indiana, USA.

2004: Nigerian National Order of Merit in the Humanities.
                  

2006. Fonlon-Nichols Prize.    

2006. Fellow, Nigerian Academy of the Arts.

(ii) External Fellowships (Academic & Artistic Residences: A Selection)

1987. [Fulbright]. International Writers’ Project [IWP], University of Iowa, Iowa City, USA.

1989, ’90, ’91. [Ithaca, Dakar, New Orleans, and Brock respectively]. Guest Writer, annual conferences of the African Writers’ Association, USA.
1990. Fondation Henri Clewes, LA Napoule, France.
1991. African Leadership Forum, Obasanjo Farms, Otta, Nigeria.

1991. British Council, London, England. [Visiting Writer].

1991. Japan Foundation, Tokyo, Japan.

1992. Africana Studies and Research Centre, Cornell University, Ithaca, USA.

1992. King Alfred’s College, Winchester, England.

1992. Inter Nationes, The Republic of Germany. [Visiting Writer].

1992.  National Black Arts Festival, and Emory University, Atlanta, USA.

1993.  Ragdale Foundation, Lake Forest, and Northwestern University, Evanston, USA.

1994, ’95, ’96, ’97: School of Performing Arts, University of Ghana, Legon, and the WEB Dubois Memorial Centre, Accra. [Productions of Nkrumah-ni, Africa-ni!, Midnight Hotel, and A Nightingale for Dr DuBois.]

1995.  “Africa 95”, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, UK.

1995.  Lionel Wendt Theatre, and University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
[Production of Nkrumah-ni…]
1997.  The Guthrie Theatre, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
[Production of Many Colors Make the Thunder-King.]

1997.  Centre of African Studies, and the Institute for Higher Studies, University of Edinburgh, Scotland. [“Africa 97”].

1998.  Graduate Programme, Tisch School of Performing Arts, NYU, USA.

1998.  Festival of African Theatre, Limoges, France.

1998.  Los Angeles, USA. [Cornerstone Theatre Company’s production of an adaptation of Esu and the Vagabond Minstrels].

1999. Performance Studies Division, University College of Northampton, UK. [Production of Once Upon Four Robbers].

2003. DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana, USA. [Lee G. Hall Distinguished Playwright-in-Residence, for the production of “Wesoo, Hamlet”.]

2004.  Chipping Norton Theatre, Chipping Norton. [Guest Playwright].

2005. Zentrum fur Literaturforschuung, Geisteswissenschaftliche Zentron Berlin.

(iii)  Some Important Conferences Attended
1984. Fourth International Conference on African Literature and the English. Cambridge English Studies Seminars, University of Cambridge, England, July.

1989.  Pan-African Writers Congress, Accra. [For the formation of PAWA].

1992.  UNESCO Conference on the Main Issues in African Fiction and Poetry on the Threshold of the Twentieth Century, Harare, Zimbabwe.

1992. Annual ASNEL Conference on “Defining New Idioms and Alternative Forms of Expression”, Bayreuth, Republic of Germany.

1993. Eighth Oxford Conference on Literature Teaching Overseas. [Organized by the British Council]. Corpus Christi College, Oxford, England, 27 March – 2 April.

1993. “National Stages”: A Conference on Theatre and Nationhood. Dept of Drama and Theatre Arts, University of Birmingham, 2nd-4th April.

1994.  Department of African and American Studies, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, USA.

1995, ’96, & ’97.  [With Alain Ricard]. Workshops on Playwriting for AFRICREATION, in Lome, Togo and Accra, Ghana. 

1995.  Conference on the Translation of Greek Classical Works, Athens, Greece.

1996.  Conference on African Literature. University of Tel Aviv, Israel.

1997.  Conference on African Literature. University of Yaoundé, Cameroon.

1998.  Bellagio Foundation’s Workshop on African Publishing, Tanzania.

2001.  Conference on African Literature. City of Munich, Germany.

2001. “Encounter With African Authors”, FestAfrica, Lille, France.

2002.  Workshop on Arbitration. Jos. 

2002.  Festival of Francophone Theatre [FITHEB], Cotonou, Benin Republic.

2002.  PEN International Annual Conference, Ohrid, Macedonia.

2002. Chief Executives’ Seminar on Culture and Management, Badagry.
2006. African Literature Annual Conference. Accra, Ghana.

 (iv) Other Activities outside current employment

 Founding Member and Literary Editor of the first Editorial Board of The Guardian, Lagos (1983-84); and regular columnist for The Guardian on Sunday (1983-1990); then columnist for Nigerian Sunday Times, Lagos (1990-91), The Comet and for NewAge.

 External Examiner for the universities of Nigeria, Nsukka;  Port Harcourt; and Calabar (1989-91).

Founder and Artistic Director, CentreSTAGE-Africa [the Centre for Studies in Theatre and Alternative Genres of Expression in Africa, a non-governmental trusteeship organisation], 1991-.

Founder and Editor of Opon Ifa Review, a quarterly journal of the arts, primarily for creative writing.

1996.  Drama Consultant, Cultural Olympiad, Olympic Games, Atlanta.

2000-1. Project Director, UNICEF/Dept of Theatre Arts, University of Ibadan Project on Theatre for Development for Children Survival and Development and Women’s Empowerment.

2002-3. Chairman, Sub-Committee for Drama and Literary Events, Creative Task Force, 8th All African Games [COJA], Abuja.
2003-4. Member, Board of the NNLG Nigerian Literature Award.

2004 - Present. President, NIGERIA-PEN.

2004 - Present. Member, NOMA Award Jury Board

2004 - Present. Member, Board of the Pat Utomi Literature Award

2004 - Present. Member, Board of the Nigerian Book Trust ‘Book of the Year’ Award 

2006 – Present. Member, Board of the Soyinka Literature Award.

2006 - Present. External Examiner (Postgraduate), University of Ghana, Legon, Accra.

Publications
(i) Single Plays 

1975. A Restless Run of Locusts. Ibadan: Onibonoje Press.

1976. The Chattering and the Song. Ibadan: University Press. [Translated into French by Nicole Medjigbodo, and published as Osofisan: La Trame et la Chaine in Peuples Noirs, Peuples Africains, no 13, p. 90-118; no. 14, p 133-157; no. 15, p. 163-171). 

1978. Who's Afraid of Solarin?  Calabar: Scholars' Press.

1980. Once Upon Four Robbers. Ibadan: BIO Educational Publications.  

1982. Morountodun and Other Plays. Ibadan and London: Longman.

1982. Red Is the Freedom Road. Ibadan and London: Longman.

1982. No More the Wasted Breed. Ibadan and London: Longman

1986.  Farewell to A Cannibal Rage.  Ibadan: Evans Publishers. 

1986. Midnight Hotel. Ibadan: Evans Publishers. [Republished 2003. Lagos: Concept Publications.]

1986. The Oriki Of a Grasshopper. Ibadan: New Horn Press.[ Republ. 1995 by Howard Univ. Press, Washington DC]

1986. Altine’s Wrath. Ibadan: New Horn Press.

1988. Esu and the Vagabond Minstrels. Ibadan: New Horn Press.  

1988.  Another Raft.  Lagos: Malthouse Press Ltd. 

1990. Birthdays are not for Dying. Lagos: Malthouse Press.

1990. Fires Burn and Die Hard. Lagos: Malthouse Press.

1990. The Inspector and the Hero. Lagos: Malthouse Press.

1990. Les Tisserins. (Trans. of The Chattering and the Song by Eliane Saint-André Utudjian and Claire Pergnier.)  Paris: Editions Nouvelles du Sud.

1992. Aringindin and the Nightwatchmen. Ibadan: Heinemann

1993. Yungba Yunga and the Dance Contest. Ibadan: Heinemann.

1994. The Album of the Midnight Blackout. Ibadan: Univ. Press Ltd.

1995. Twingle-Twangle A-Twynning Tayle. Lagos: Longman. 
1996. Nkrumah-ni….Afrika-ni!  Ibadan : opon ifa readers.
1996. Reel, Rwanda! Ibadan: opon ifa readers.

1997. Many Colours Make the Thunder-King. Minneapolis: The Guthrie Theatre.

1997. Ònà Òmìnira, Ònà Èjè.  (Trans. of Red is the Freedom Road by Ademola Aremu).  London: Hakuna Matata Press.

1999. Tegonni, An African Antigone.  Ibadan: opon ifa readers.

1999. Yéèpà! Sólàárín N Bò!  London: Hakuna Matata Press. [Trans. of Who’s Afraid of Solarin? By Dotun Ogundeji and Femi Osofisan.]

2001.  One Legend, Many Seasons. Ibadan: opon ifa readers.

2002. Flood! [in Seasons of Wrath]. Ibadan: opon ifa readers.

2002. The Engagement [in Seasons of Wrath]. Ibadan: opon ifa readers.

2002. The Play of Kolera Kolej. Ibadan: opon ifa readers.

2006. Bishop Ajayi Crowther: The Triumphs and Travails of A Legend. Ibadan: Bookcraft.

2006. Fiddlers on a Midnight Lark. Ibadan: Kraft Books.

2006. Women of Owu. Ibadan: UPL.

(ii) Drama Collections
1983. Morountodun and Other Plays. Lagos: Longman Publishers. [Contains Morountodun; Red Is the Freedom Road; and No More the Wasted Breed.]

1987. Two One-Act Plays. Ibadan, New Horn Press. [Contains The Oriki of A Grasshopper; and Altine’s Wrath.]

1990. Birthdays Are Not For Dying And Other Plays, Lagos, Malthouse  Press Ltd. [Contains Birthdays Are Not For Dying; The Inspector and the Hero; and Fires Burn and Die Hard.]

1995. The Oriki Of A Grasshopper and Other Plays. Washington: Howard University Press. [Contains The Oriki Of A Grasshopper; Esu and the Vagabond Minstrels; Birthdays Are Not For Dying; and Morountodun.]

1999. Recent Outings. Ibadan: opon ifa readers. [Contains 2 plays: Tegonni, An African Antigone; and Many Colours Make the Thunder-King.]

1999. Recent Outings 2. Ibadan: opon ifa readers. [Contains 2 plays: Nkrumah-ni!... Africa-ni! and Reel, Rwanda!]

2003. Major Plays 1. Ibadan: opon ifa readers. [Contains: Many Colours Make the Thunder-King; Farewell to A Cannibal Rage; and The Oriki of A Grasshopper.]

2003. Major Plays 2. Ibadan: opon ifa readers. [Contains Esu and the Vagabond Minstrels; Red is the Freedom Road; and Aringindin and the Nightwatchmen.]

(iii) Plays in Drama Anthologies

1999. The Chattering and the Song.  In Banham, Martin and Jane Plastow. (Eds.) Contemporary African Plays. London: Methuen. Pp 1-70.  

2001. Once Upon Four Robbers. In Gilbert, Helen. (Ed.). Postcolonial Plays: An Anthology. London, N.Y.: Routledge. 

2002. Esu and the Vagabond Minstrels. In Jeyifo, Biodun (Ed.) Modern African Drama. (Norton Critical Editions. New York: Norton.

(iv) Plays Produced but not yet published
1982. For “The Visitors” Series [on Ibadan BCOS]: Behind the Ballot Box ; To Kill A Dream;  At the Petrol Station; Operation Abandoned; The New Cathedral;  A Success Story ; Operation Rat-trap ; The Audience Also Dances; A Debt to the Dead; A Date With Danger, etc.
1997. Andorra Goes Kinshasa. [Premiered Lagos.]

1997. A Nightingale for Dr DuBois. [Premiered Accra, Ghana.]

2003. Wèsoó, Hamlet. [Commissioned and premiered by DePauw University, USA].

(v)  Poetry [Under the pen name of Okinba Launko]

1988. Minted Coins . Ibadan: Heinemann Books Ltd. 

1993. Dreamseeker On Divining Chain. Ibadan: Kraft Books.

1998. Ire! & Other Poems for Performance. Ibadan: opon ifa readers

2001. Pain Remembers, Love Rekindles. Ibadan: opon ifa readers.
(vi) Published Fiction

1989. Cordelia. [Serialized in The Guardian, 1989]. Lagos: Malthouse Press.

1975.  Kolera Kolej.  Ibadan: New Horn Press, (Adapted for stage by the Unibadan Masques, 1976)

2006. Wuraola, Forever. Lagos: Literamed. [First Serialized in The Guardian, Lagos, 1990; and then 2005-6].  

(vii) Literature for Junior Readers

1994. Ma’ami . [Serialized in The Guardian, 1988]. Oxford: Heinemann Educational Publishers.

1997. Making Children is Fun. Ibadan: Mosuro Publishers.

(viii)  Books of Essays [Collections]

2001. The Nostalgic Drum: Essays On Literature, Drama and Culture. New Jersey: Africa World Press. 359pp.
2001. Insidious Treasons: Drama in a Postcolonial State. Ibadan: opon ifa readers. 256 pp.

2001. Literature and the Pressures of Freedom. Ibadan: opon ifa readers. 198pp.
(ix) Essays in Books 

1978. '' Tiger On Stage: Wole Soyinka and the Nigerian Theatre'', in Oyin Ogunba and Abiola Irele (Eds.) Theatre In Africa. Ibadan University Press.

1994. “Wole Soyinka and A Living Dramatist”, in Maja Pierce (Ed.) Wole Soyinka:  An Appraisal. London: Heinemann;  and also in Biodun Jeyifo (Ed.)  2001. Perspectives on Wole Soyinka: Freedom and Complexity. University Press of Mississippi.

2001. “Ibadan and the Two Hundred Snails”, in Dapo Adelugba, Remi Raji, Omowunmi Segun and Bankole Olayebi [Eds.] Ibàdàn Mesiògò: A Celebration of A City, Its History and People. Ibadan: Bookcraft Ltd.

 2005. Femi Osofisan and Christiane Fioupou. “The Power of the Word in the Arena of Theatre.” in Cribb, T.J. [Ed] The Power of the Word/ La Puissance du Verbe: The Cambridge Colloquia. Amsterdam-New York: Rodolpi. [Cross/Cultures 83].

(x) Other Essays in Journals

1974.  '' The Quality of Hurt (1) - A Survey of Recent Nigerian Poetry'' - in Afriscope Literary Column (Lagos), IV, 9, 45-53.

1974. '' The Quality of Hurt (2) - The New Voices'' - as above in Afriscope Literary Column, (Lagos), 9. 46-55.

1975.  '' The Environment As Hero: A Note on The Interpreters''.  Ibadan Literary Review.  Ibadan,  I (i). 

1975. '' Anubis Resurgent: Chaos and Political Vision in Recent Literature''. First  published in Le Francais  au Nigeria. 10 (2), 13-23, September, 1975. Republished by Profs Banjo, Conrad-Benedict  Brann and Henri Evans( Eds.) West African Studies in Modern Language Teaching and  Research, Lagos, 185-198. Also translated as: Osofisan, Femi, ''Quand Anubis Se Réveille: chaos et vision politique dans les oeuvres littéraires récentes''  in Peuples Noirs, Peuples Africains, no 14, pp. 72-94 (1980). Translation by Yenoukoume Enagnon [Nicole Medjigbodo]. 

1982. ''Enter the Carthaginian Critic?'' Okike, No. 21, pp 38-44.  

1978 .  ''The Nostalgic Drum: Oral Literature and the Possibilities of Modern  African Poetry''.  Also, in Review of English and Literary Studies (RELS), vol 5, no 1, 1988, pp 1-18.

2001. “Antigone in Yorubaland: Some Remarks on the Conception of Tegonni, an African Antigone.”  The Performer: Ilorin Journal of the Performing Arts. Vol 3, Anniversary Edition. 

2001. “The Political Imperative in African Dramaturgy and Theatre Practice,” in Austin Asagba [ed.]  Crosscurrents in African Theatre Practice, Dept of Theatre Arts, Univ of Benin, Benin City, pp 2-7.

2002. “Democracy and the Humanities Or, ‘Na who sabbe sef’ for Nigerian Unity and Sustainable Governance?” FASS: Journal of the Faculty of Arts Seminar Series, Benue State University, Makurdi, vol 1, pp1-19.
(xi) Books Edited

1991. [With Sam Asein, G.G. Darah, and Nicole Medjigbodo [Eds].  Proceedings of The 1988 Lagos International Symposium on African Literatures After the Nobel Prize. Lagos, Centre for Black and African  Arts and Civilization.

1999. [With Martin Banham & James Gibbs]  African Theatre: Theatre in Development.
2000. [With Martin Banham & James Gibbs]  African Theatre: Playwrights & Politics.
2002. [With Martin Banham & James Gibbs]  African Theatre: Women.
2003. [With Remi Raji & Ronnie Uzoigwe] A Melody of Stones: An Anthology of New Nigerian Writing 2003. Lagos: Concept Publishers.
2006. Communicating Children and Women’s Rights in Nigeria: Experiences from the Field. Ibadan: Dept. of Theatre Arts, Univ. of Ibadan/ Abuja: UNICEF.

(xii) Translation Work

1983. Theatre and Nationalism by Alain Ricard.  Ife: Ife University Press. 206pp. (Original French title: Alain Ricard, Theatre et Nationalisme, Paris, Presence Africaine. 1972.)  

1999. [With Dotun Ogundeji]. Yéèpà, Solarin Nbò!. (Translation of Who’s Afraid of Solarin?]
(Commissioned; Forthcoming). A. Cesaire. A Tempest .  Ibadan: New Horn Press 

(xiii) Monographs
1981. ''Do the Humanities Humanize? –A Dramatist's Encounter With Anarchy and the Nigerian Intellectual Culture.'' Ibadan, New Horn Occasional Papers, 1984; 69 pp. Paper first delivered as the second ever Faculty Lecture, for the Faculty of Arts, University of Ibadan, January 9 1981. Also published, in French translation, as Osofisan, Femi. ''Les Humanités humanisent-ils? - Discours (peu) académique'' Politique Africaine, No. 13, Mars 1984, p 65-78. (Translation Jean-Louis Balans)

1996.  “Warriors of a Failed Utopia?: West African Writers since the ‘70s”. Leeds African Studies Bulletin. [University of Leeds African Studies Unit.] No. 61.
(xiv) Some Important Interviews 

1993. Awodiya, Muyiwa (Ed.) Excursions in Drama and Literature: Interviews with Femi Osofisan. Ibadan: Kraft Books.

2005. Aire, Victor and Kanchana Ugbabe. “Interview with Femi Osofisan.” in Aire, Victor O. Peregrinations Through African Literature: Interviews and Reviews. Jos: St. Stephen BookHouse Inc. 

____________________________________________________________

This is an independent compilation of Osofisan’s chronology by an independent student and is available on the internet:

Femi Osofisan: A Chronology

Adesola Adeyemi MA Candidate, Drama and Speech Department, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg

1946 (June 16): Babafemi Adeyemi Osofisan aka Okinba Launko born at Erunwon, Ogun State, Nigeria. Father, Ebenezer Olatokunbo Osofisan, a lay-reader, church organist and school teacher died three months after his birth; mother, Phebean Olufunke Osofisan (retired teacher)

1952-58 Primary School education

1959-1963 At the Government College, Ibadan where he obtained his West African School Certificate in 1963. Wins the 1st T. M. Aluko Prize for Literature

1965 Higher School Certificate. Wins the 1st Western Nigeria Broadcasting Service (WNBS) Independence Prize with the essay "Five Years Ago"

1966 Enters the University of Ibadan to read French. Awarded the Western State and Federal Government of Nigeria's Scholarships (till 1969). Acts in James Ene Henshaw's Dinner for Promotion
1967-68 Attends Universite de Dakar, Senegal, for the year-abroad French language programme and associates with the Daniel Serrano Theatre. Acts in Dapo Adelugba's That Scoundrel Suberu, an adaptation of Moliere's Le Fourberies Scapin. Produces Moliere's The Doctor in spite of Himself and The Invalid, and his own Oduduwa, Don't Go, Behind the Ballot Box and You have Lost Your Fine Face
1968 Obtains Diplome d'Etudes Superieures, Dakar. Becomes the President of the University of Ibadan Dramatic Society

1969 Graduated BA (Hons) in French, University of Ibadan. Premieres A Restless Run of Locusts.. Enrolls on the Graduate Studies Programme at Ibadan

1971 Acts in Wole Soyinka's premiere production of Madmen and Specialists 

1972 Weds Adenike Oyinlola Adedipe

1972-73 French Government Scholarship for Graduate study. Attends Universite de Paris III, Paris, France. Associates with Jean Serreau. Appointed Editor/Translator for the Ford Foundation, Nigeria. Commissioned as Tranlator of Kourouma's Les Soleils des Independences and Alain Ricard's Theatre et Nationalisme
1973 Appointed Assistant Lecturer, Department of Modern Languages, University of Ibadan

1974 Obtains his PhD with dissertation, "The Origins of Drama in West Africa: A Study of the Development of Drama from the Traditional Forms to the Modern Theatre in English and French." Acts in Jean Genet's The Blacks. Founds Opon Ifa, a poetry chap-book

1975: Publishes Kolera kolej (novel), A Restless Run of Locusts and Somewhere in A War Period (short story)

1976 PremieresThe Chattering and the Song at Ibadan. Translated into French by Nicole Medjigbodo and published as La Trame et la Chaine in Peuples Noirs, Peuples Africains, no. 13, pp. 90-118; no. 14, pp. 133-157; and no. 15, pp. 163-171. Publishes War's Aftermath (poem), Kijipa Ekun (short story), Oduma: Two Variations -- A Theme (poem) and Wole Soyinka's Ogun Abibiman in Opon Ifa. Stage adaptation of Kolera Kolej produced by Dexter Lindersay at Ibadan

1977 Assists Dapo Adelugba in directing Nigeria's drama entry to the 2nd World Black Festival of Arts and Culture (FESTAC '77), Wale Ogunyemi's Langbodo. PremieresWho's Afraid of Solarin?. The Chattering and the Song published

1978 Who's Afraid of Solarin and Like a Dead Clock Now (poems) published. Premiere of Once Upon Four Robbers at Ibadan. Promoted Senior Lecturer, Department of Modern Languages,University of Ibadan

1979 Founds Kakaun Sela Kompany, a semi-professional theatre group at Ibadan. Premieres Morountodun at Arts Theatre, Ibadan

1980 Presents "Beyond Translation: A Comparative Look at Tragic Paradigms and the Dramaturgy of Wole Soyinka and Ola Rotimi" at the Inaugural Congress and First National Symposium on Translation and Interpretation of the Nigerian Association of Translators and Interpreters (NATI), University of Lagos, Nigeria. Premieres Birthdays Are Not For Dying, The Inspector and the Hero and Fires Burn and Die Hard. Publishes Once Upon Four Robbers. Transfers his appointment from the Department of Modern Languages to the Department of Theatre Arts, University of Ibadan

1981 Delivers "Do the Humanities Humanize? - A Dramatist's Encounter With Anarchy and the Nigerian Intellectual Culture" at the 2nd Faculty of Arts Lecture, University of Ibadan. Visiting Professor, Universite du Benin, Lome, Togo

1982 Awarded the City of Pennsylvania Bell Award for Artistic Performance for his role in A Flash in the Sun. Oriki of A Grasshopper and The Midnight Hotel premiered. Publishes Morountodun and Other Plays. Appointed Foundational Editorial Board Member and the Arts Editor of The Guardian, Lagos

1983 Morountodun and Other Plays wins the first Association of Nigerian Authors' (ANA) Prize for Literature. Appointed Professor of Drama, University of Benin-City, Nigeria. Directs Farewell to a Cannibal Rage at the University of Pennsylvania, USA

1984 Esu and the Vagabond Minstrels premiered at Benin-City 

1985 Appointed Visiting Professor of Drama, University of Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo University), Ile-Ife. sets the record of a long run on a university campus in Nigeria with Esu and the Vagabond Minstrels at Ile-Ife. Promoted Professor of Drama, University of Ibadan.

1986 University of Ife Humanities Lecture -- "Wonderland and Orality of Prose: A Comparative Study of Rabelais, Joyce and Tutuola." returns to the department of Theatre Arts, University of Ibadan. Participates in the International Writers' Workshop at the University of Iowa, USA 

1987 Presents "And After the Wasted Breed?: Responses to History and to Wole Soyinka's Dramaturgy" at the Jahnheiz Jahn Memorial Conference at the University of Mainz, Germany. Another Raft, a response to J. P. Clark-Bekederemo's The Raft premiered at Ibadan. Farewell to a Cannibal Rage directed by Sandra L. Richards at Stanford University, USA. Maami (novella) serialized in The Guardian, Lagos. Minted Coins, collection of poetry written under the pseudonym Okinba Launko wins the ANA Poetry Prize and the Regional Commonwealth Poetry Award for First Collection.

1988 Elected President of the Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA). Presents "The Challenge of Translation -- Or Some Notes on the Language Factor in African Literatures" at the Symposium on African Literatures Before and After the 1986 Nobel Prize, Lagos. Produces the Yoruba version of Who's Afraid of Solarin? as Yeepa, Solarin Nbo!. Premieres Twingle-Twangle, A Twynning Tayle at Ibadan. Listed in Contemporary Dramatists
1989 : National Drama Consultant, Movement for Mass Mobilisation, Social and Economic Recovery (MAMSER), Abuja, Nigeria. Guest Writer, Annual Conference of the African Literature Association, Ithaca, USA. Serializes Cordelia (novellete) in The Guardian, Lagos and premieres Aringindin and the Night Watchmen at Ibadan.

1990 Resident Writer, Foundation Henri Clewes, La Napoule, France. Wuraola Forever, novel, serialized in The Guardian. Directs Wole Soyinka's The Road at the Arts Theatre, Ibadan. Yungba-Yungba and the Dance Contest premiered.

1991 Founds the Centre for the Study of Theatre and Alternate Genres of Expression in Africa (CentreSTAGE Africa), a non-governmental trusteeship organisation. Guest Writer, Annual Conference of the African Literature Association, New Orleans, USA. Guest Dramatist, African Studies Orleans, USA. Guest Dramatist, African Studies Association, St. Louis, USA. Visiting Writer, British Council, London, England. Visiting Writer, The Japan Foundation, Tokyo, Japan. Performs, with the Kakaun Sela Kompany, The Oriki of a grasshopper and The Engagement in six campuses in the USA. Becomes the Vice President (West Africa Region) of the Pan-African Writers' Association (PAWA). Grand Patron, Ghana Association of Writers (GAW).

1992 Ford Foundation Fellow, Africana Studies and Research Centre, Cornell University, Ithaca, USA. Fellow in Drama of Other Worlds and Visiting Professor of Drama, St. Alfred's College, Winchester, England. Visiting African Writer, Inter Nationes, The Republic of Germany. Guest Dramatist, National Black Arts Festival and the Emory University, Atlanta, USA. Aringindin and the Night Watchmen published. Abigail (Pirates of Hurt), novel, serialized in The Guardian. At the Annual ASNEL Conference on "Defining New Idioms and Alternative Forms of Expression", Bayreuth, Republic of Germany. Grand Patron of the Arts, Pan African Writers' Association (PAWA).

1993 Fellow, Ragdale Foundation for Playwriting, Lake Forest, Illinois and the Northwestern University, Evanston, USA. Resident Faculty, The Ohio State University Center for African Studies. Appointed Principal Consultant, Atlanta Olympic Games Committee. Dreamseeker on Divining Chain - poetry (under the name Okinba Launko) and Yungba-Yungba and the Dance Contest published. Yungba-Yungba wins the ANA Drama Prize.Founding of Opon Ifa Review, a quarterly journal of the arts, primarily for creative writing.

1994 World premiere of Nkrumah-Ni!...Africa-NI!, National Theatre, Accra, Ghana. Commissioned by the Guthrie Theatre, Minneapolis, MN, USA to write two plays. Writes and workshops Tegonni, An African Antigone, an adaptation of Sophocles' Antigone at Emory University, Atlanta, GA, USA and publishes The Album of the Midnight Blackout. Ire Ni! (poe-drama) produced at the Arts Theatre, Ibadan for Wole Soyinka's 60th birthday.

1995 Nkrumah-Ni!...Africa-Ni! directed by Mel Neloufer at the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. Twingle-Twangle, A Twynning Tayle published. Presents "Medium of Change/Change of Medium: Reflections on Theatre Practice in Contemporary Nigeria" at the Africa Conference, Africa '95, London, England.

1996 Visiting Professor, University of Leeds, England. Produces Esu and the Vagabond Minstrels and presents "Warriors of A Failed Utopia? - West African Writers since the 70s" as the 2nd Annual African Studies Lecture of the Institute of African Studies Unit. British Council, Lagos commissions One Legend, Many Seasons, the stage adaptation of Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol. Presents Fiddlers on a Midnight Lark at the Alliance Francaise, Lagos, Nigeria

1997 Many Colors Make the Thunder-King produced by the Guthrie Theatre, Minneapolis, MN, USA (February 26-March 30)
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